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bearings and should turn his back on a civilization which,
according to him, has ceased to represent a system of
ethical values worth living for. The split which undoubt-
edly exists in Huxley's personality is no longer the result
of a dissociation of sensibility (the malaise of most mo-
dern poets, for instance), but is the result of an intense in-
tellectual effort at revaluating contemporary life. But re-
valuation, it goes without saying, always implies an inte-
grating process; in that sense Huxley's eastern pre-bccu-
pation is more than a new intellectual device of solving
the pressing problems of life. It is an attitude, brought
about by mental discipline and training. Huxley provides
us with the best instance of a man who turns his back on
a civilization which he had probably integrated deeper
than aiiy one else among his contemporaries; for only
one who has a civilization to lose, knows the implications
of such a loss, and ultimately can afford losing it.

Huxley's evolution from cynicism to integration is
identical with his evolution from western cultural tradi-
tion to Indian religious experiences. The inner logic of
this development is expressed in his books, both no-
vels and essays. His first contact with India was estab-
lished when he journeyed across the world shortly after
the last war. The intelligent and open-eyed European
will find much to criticize in India, and Huxley took full
advantage of his scientific training and his capacity for
understatement in criticizing Indian institutions, be it
the Taj Mahal, Hindu mysticism, or the English spoken
* by educated Indians. His Jesting Pilate (as well as the
short chapter dealing with India in Point Counter Point)
are the best instances known to us of a highly
sophisticated European taking up a defensive attitude